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K53BNSCANDAL:HRDC’sissues5demandsagainstCommercialAgencyandReliance
TradingCompanyattempttodefraudtheMalawiGovernment.

We,theHumanRightsDefendersCoalition(HRDC),areappalledtolearnthattwo
companiesthatsigneduniform supplycontractswiththeImmigrationDepartmentin
2012—AfricaCommercialAgencyandRelianceTradingCompany—wanttobepaid
almostK54billionwhentheircontracts’totalpricewasjustoverK9Billion.Itiseven
dishearteningthatthesesupplierswanttheGovernmentofMalawi—whichispresiding
overthepoorestpeopleintheworld—topaythisfraudulentamountwhenthesuppliers
neverdeliveredanythingtotheDepartmentofImmigrationforfiveyearsfrom theday
theDepartmentaskedthefirmstodoso.

Forfartoolong,Malawianshavewatchedwithdismaycertainquestionablesuppliers
shamelesslysiphoningbillionsoutoftheGovernmentthroughdubiousclaimsand
inflationofinvoices.Somehaveevenbeenpaidforgoodstheyneversupplied.This
thievingmuststoprightnow!EnoughisenoughMalawianshavesufferedforsolong.
ThisiswhyHRDC demandsthattheMalawiGovernmentanditsrelevantAgencies
aggressivelydealwith this latestattemptto abuse Malawi’s hard earned Public
resourcesandviolatingFinanceandEconomicManagement(PFEM)system;brutal
violationsthathaveseen30percentofNationalBudgetsstolenthroughfraudand
mismanagement.

AsHRDCweareshockedastowhythesupplierwassilentalltheseyearsonlytostart
makingsuchunnecessaryandunfoundeddemandsafter6years.Weareforcedto
suspectthatthesupplieristakingadvantageofaGovernmentthattoleratedcorruption
andhasshownnopoliticalwillinendingthesame.NowondersomeMalawiansare
suspectingthatthiscanbesyndicatetodefraudthegovernmentwithfullblessings
from someseniorGovernmentofficials.

Inviewoftheforegoing,HRDCdemandsthat:

1.TheAnti-CorruptionBureau(ACB)andFiscalPoliceinvestigateMr.AbdulKarim
Batawarara,whorunsAfricaCommercialAgencyandRelianceTradingCompany
forpossiblecorruptionandfraudand.Wherethereisreasontobelievethat
crimesoccurred;securityagenciesshouldarrestandprosecutesuspects.

2.ACBandthePublicProcurementandDisposalofAssetsAuthority(PPDA)must
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investigatetheawardofthecontractsunderquestion.
3.ThePPDAmustwithimmediateeffectdisbarAfricaCommercialAgencyand

RelianceTradingCompanyandanyfirmsassociatedwithMr.Karim Batawarara
from participatinginanypublictenderinMalawi.

4.GovernmentmustsuspendallcurrentcontractsthatAfricaCommercialAgency
and Reliance Trading Company orany firms associated with Mr.Karim
BatawararamayhavewiththeMalawiGovernmentuntilthetwocompaniesare
cleared.

5.ShouldtheMalawiGovernmentnotactontheabove,HRDCwillassumethatthe
administrationisinconsortwiththesuppliersthatwanttoreapfrom poor
Malawianswheretheydidnotsow.Shouldthatbethecase,HRDCshallinclude
thisasoneofthedemandsintheupcomingdemonstrationsinMarch2019.The
demonstrations shallbe against continued plunder of public resources
specificallyagainstMr.Karim Batawarara,histwocompaniesandthePeter
Mutharika-ledGovernment.

FurthermoreiftheabovewillnotbeimplementedHRDCwillhavenooptionbutto
legalactiontopreventpublicresourcesfrom beingabused.
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Issuedon11thJanuary2019,LilongweMalawi.


